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9509 October 25,1901 

Reports from Naples — Plague and smallpox. 

Naples, Italy, October 7, 1901. 

Sib : I have the honor to report that for the week ended October 5, 
1901, the following ships were inspected : 

September 29, the steamship Patria, of the Fabre Line, bound with 
passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 
620 steerage passengers. Eight hundred and eighty-two pieces of bag- 
gage were disinfected by steam. 

October 1, the steamship Bolivia, of the Anchor Line, bound with 
passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 
339 steerage passengers. Four hundred and forty-five pieces of baggage 
were disinfected by steam. 

October 5, the steamship Trojan Prince, of the Prince Line, bound with 
passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 
304 steerage passengers. Six hundred and forty-eight pieces of baggage 
were disinfected by steam. 

Inspections at Palermo. 

At Palermo for the week ended October 5, 1901, the following ships 
were inspected : 

October 2, the steamship Manilla, of the Italian General Naviga- 
tion Company, bound with passengers and cargo for New Orleans. 
There were inspected and passed 1,081 steerage passengers and 380 
pieces of large and 1,900 pieces of small baggage. One hundred and 
twelve pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. 

October 4, the steamship Sicilia, of the Italian General Navigation 
Company, bound with passengers and cargo for New York. There 
were inspected and passed 725 steerage passengers and 280 pieces of 
large and 1,300 pieces of small baggage. Two hundred and fifty pieces 
of baggage were disinfected by steam. 

Plague at Naples. 

During the week ended October 5, 1901, there were reported 9 cases 
and 2 deaths from plague at Naples. In some of the cases the diagnosis 
has not yet been confirmed by bacteriological examination. The cases 
are distributed about the city, and not confined to any one locality. 
Until October 1 it was a matter of considerable comfort to those inter- 
ested in the welfare of Naples that no cases had occurred, the diagnosis 
of which was thoroughly confirmed, except among persons exposed to 
infection at the Government bonded warehouses at the Punto Franco, 
where the disease is supposed to have entered Naples. A case, how- 
ever, was reported October 1, in the person of an employee of a flour 
mill. The man died next day and the diagnosis was so well confirmed 
bacteriologically that the bacilli gathered from him are being used in 
the preparation of cultures for the prophylaxis of plague. The mill 
hand had not been at the Punto Franco, but grain being ground at the 
mill had come from the bonded warehouse. 

At the conclusion of the week covered by this report, there were 9 
cases of plague under treatment at the isolation station at the island of 
Nisida. Those in isolation owing to their having been in contact with 
infected persons, places, or things, numbered 133. 

There is still a question regarding the source of the plague at Naples, 
but it is generally supposed that the disease was brought here by some 
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steamship carrying hides from Asia or from Egypt and unloading the 
cargo at the Punto Franco. Thus other stores in the warehouses 
became infected and the disease was spread by persons working at the 
Punto Franco, by goods stored there, and probably by the rats which 
infested the place. 

Plague in Egypt. 

Under date of September 30, 1901, it was reported that there were 5 
cases of plague throughout Egypt, namely, 3 Europeans and 1 native at 
Alexandria, and 1 European at Port Said. Since April 7, 1901, when 
the disease made its appearance, there have been 167 cases with 81 
deaths. 

Smallpox at Naples, 

The situation as regards smallpox at Naples remains about the same 
as at the time of my last report. I have been unable to learn the exact 
number of cases and deaths from smallpox during the past week. I 
have not therefore forwarded the abstract of the bills of health with 
this letter but will do so as soon as I obtain the figures. 

Eespectfully, J. M. Eager, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Naples, Italy, October 7, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the steamship Trojan Prince, 
of the Prince Line, left this port on October 5, 1901, with 304 immi- 
grants for New York. The captain was given a sealed letter addressed 
to the quarantine officer, port of New York, as follows : 

"In regard to the steamship Trojan Prince leaving this port to-day 
for New York, I have to inform you that while at Naples the vessel lay 
off from the wharf, that communication with the shore was under my 
supervision, that the cargo was subjected to careful scrutiny, and that 
all the crew and steerage passengers were submitted to a medical exami- 
nation. The temperature of the crew and steerage passengers was taken, 
and all persons having a temperature above normal were detained. 

"The regulations of the U. S. Marine-Hospital Service, qualified by 
official amendments and additions and by telegraphic instructions 
received September 28, 1901, from the Supervising Surgeon-General, 
U. S. Marine Hospital Service, were strictly complied with. 

"Vaccination was omitted in compliance with paragraph 16, Article 
V, addition to regulations to be observed at foreign ports and at sea, 
Treasury Department Circular, No. 6, dated January 16, 1900. 

"The number of cases and deaths from quarantinable diseases is 
given in the accompanying bill of health. 

" In addition, I have to inform you that the plague existing at 
Naples originated at the Government warehouses in the port and that 
cases have occurred in several parts of Naples. Stringent sanitary 
measures have been taken by the authorities at Naples." 

Eespectfully, J. M. Eager, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



